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L E S S O N  1 :  I N T E R M E D I AT E  S M A L L  G R O U P

Prepare your  
heart to teach.  

Plan for the lesson.

Connect with the kids, and 
help them feel heard and  

cared for. (15 minutes)

Facilitate activity and study 
to help kids know and love 

Jesus. (20 – 25 minutes)

Lead kids to live out the 
mission of the Gospel. 

(5 – 10 minutes)

I Wonder . . .I Wonder . . .

Where is God and why doesn’t  
he fix the world’s problems?

B I B L E  V E R S E 

The heavens proclaim the glory 
of God. The skies display his 
craftsmanship. Day after day they 
continue to speak; night after night 
they make him known.

Psalm 19:1–2, NLT

B I B L E  P A S S A G E S

• Romans 1:20 

• Psalm 19:1-2 

• Proverbs 1:7

• Isaiah 40:28

• 1 Corinthians 1:25

M A I N  I D E A

Even though God is invisible, there 
is evidence of his existence all 
around us. His creation declares that 
he exists and that he is wise. If we 
want to be wise then we will want to 
develop a relationship with God.
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Prepare your heart to teach. 
Plan for the lesson.

Prepare 

M AT E R I A L S  N E E D E D :

q  Bible

q  Name tags

q  Snacks, 1 per child

q  4 – 5 different nonfiction 
books (textbooks, 
encyclopedias, etc.)

q  Printouts 1 and 2

q  Printout 3 (Optional)

q  Scissors, 1 per child

q  Glue sticks, 1 for every 2 to 3 
children

q  Bible Verse Cards, 1 per 
child

q  National Geographic, 
Science or other travel or 
nature magazine (Optional)

Q U E S T I O N S : 

• How can you be praying for the students this week?

• Are there any specific students or requests you can pray for?

• Are there any adaptations that you can make to the lesson this week to 
better serve the kids in your small group or make your small group more 
effective?
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Connect

Connect with the kids, and help 
them feel heard and cared for.  

(15 minutes)

Small Group 
Session 1

I C E B R E A K E R

Distribute name tags and snacks. Choose one of the following icebreaker 
activities to do together while children eat their snack: 

• Option 1: Ask the children to share their highs and lows (the best and worst 
things that happened to them either today or from the past week).

• Option 2: Ask the children to take turns sharing how they’re feeling today 
using the “How Are You Feeling?” chart (from the CKC Games Bag).

P R AY  T O G E T H E R :

Collect prayer requests from the students. The leader or a student can pray for 
the entire group, or a leader can pair up students and invite them to pray for 
one another.

I N T R O D U C T I O N :

(Optional) Review the Bible verses: Psalm 19:1-2. Use verse 2 to transition into 
the next section about knowledge. 

• How many of you know someone who is really smart? Ask a few of the 
students who raised their hand to talk about the smart person they know. 

• What are some things that they have taught you? Allow several 
students to share.

O B J E C T  L E S S O N :  B O O K  S M A R T S 

Ask for a student volunteer to stand up and hold out their arms straight in front of them at a 
90-degree angle with their body. Now place one book on their outstretched arms and ask, Do you 
think the smart people you mentioned know everything in this book? 

Now put another book on top of that one and ask, How about now? Keep adding books until the 
volunteer drops them or complains of being tired. 

Take the stack of books and measure how many inches thick the books are. Say something like, 
Wow! This is a lot of knowledge—it is X inches worth! Let me ask you a question. If everything 
you know was in a book, how many inches thick do you think that book would be? Give them 
a chance to respond. 

Then ask, What about everything God knows? How thick would that book be? (So thick we 
couldn’t measure it!) 

If time allows, look up and read 1 Corinthians 1:25 and Isaiah 40:28 with the students. Explain how 
each passage tells us that God is so much smarter than human beings. 



Heart

Facilitate activity and study to  
help kids know and love Jesus. 

(20 – 25 minutes)

Small Group 
Session 2
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G O D  I S  T H E  S O U R C E  O F  K N O W L E D G E  A N D  I S  K N O W A B L E 

We’ve been talking about how much knowledge people and God have, 
but how much knowledge do you think the sky has? Review Psalm 19:1–2 
with the students, and point out that the Bible says the sky is pouring out 
knowledge day and night. 

• ●In what ways are the sky and all creation pouring out knowledge? 

• The sky and the creation are pouring out knowledge because they are 
pointing us to God—and God is the source of all knowledge. 

I L L U S T R AT I O N

Talk to the students about how things that are made point to the one who made 
it. 

Say, If you drew a picture and left it out in your living room or on the 
kitchen table, would your family think that the picture drew itself? (No, of 
course not!) No, they would ask, “Who drew this picture?” 

That picture, without using words, says that there is a creator of that 
picture. 

Even though the sky does not use words to speak, it can still tell us that 
there is a great Creator who made it!

T H E  B I B L E  T E L L S  U S  A B O U T  G O D 

Say, The Bible can also tell us about God. 

If we take the smartest human being who ever lived, all the knowledge 
that they have learned is from someone else or from their very limited 
experience. In other words, they were not always smart. They may have 
learned things more quickly or more  thoroughly than others, but they 
still had to learn what they know.  God is different. He has always known 
everything—he knows the past, present, and future. 

How many of you would like to be really smart? 

The Bible tells us that if we want to have knowledge that makes us wise 
we have to start by knowing God. We have been talking about how we 
can get to know God  through his creation. How else can we get to know 
God?  

In the same way that talking with other people about what they like and 
don’t like helps us get to know them better, when we spend time with 
God we get to know him better. 

Discuss ways that the students might have a deeper knowledge of  God—
reading and memorizing Scripture, thinking about God’s  commandments, 
praying, going to church, thinking about God’s  design of the universe.  
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H E L P F U L  H I N T
Consider your context. Decide whether you will allow 
time for your students to cut up the pictures for this 
activity, or whether you will arrive with them precut. 

A C T I V I T Y :  C R E AT I O N  R E V E A L S  G O D

Give students the handouts 1 and 2 and have them begin cutting apart the images on the pictures 
handout. Instruct them to sort the images and glue them into the columns that they think match each 
picture best. These classifications will be somewhat subjective, so do not worry if the kids sort things 
differently from each other or differently from the way you would sort them. 

Optional Activity Modification: Use National Geographic, Science or other travel or nature magazines 
and allow the kids to find things God made to add to their God Charts for this activity. 

Additional Optional Modification: Leaders may choose to cut the photos out in advance to save time 
or if they do not have enough scissors for each child.

Ask the kids to explain why they put various items into the categories. For example,

• The universe is big, which points to the fact that God is big. 

• Creation is orderly, which points to the fact that God likes order.

• There is great diversity in the things that exist, which shows us that God is creative. 

• There is amazing power in things like wind and waves and the blazing sun, which shows us that 
God is powerful. 

• Creation is beautiful, which lets us know that God is beautiful and values beauty. 

• Explain that everything in creation can tell us something about God.



Hands

Lead kids to live out the  
mission of the Gospel. 

(5 – 10 minutes)

Small Group 
Session 2
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W R A P  I T  U P 

Recap with the students by reminding them that they have seen there is lots of 
evidence that God exists and that he is infinitely smart. If we want to be smart 
we need to start getting to know God better. 

Take the students’ prayer requests and pray with them. If time permits, review 
the Bible verse with the students.

R E S P O N S E  &  R E F L E C T I O N 

Print out the Bible verse.

On the back side of the card, encourage children to draw or write something 
they discover about God in the next week, as they put their trust in the fact that 
God created all things. Give an incentive to help them remember to bring it 
back next week (i.e., a ticket).


